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Not uncommon in Macedonia and Bulgaria, but not so 
numerous as in Greece, where it is the commonest species of 
Pigeon. Great numbers are brousht to the market at Athens 


for food. 


194. COLUMBA LIVIA, Temm. 

Rock-Pigeons are found all up the Turkish coast of the Black 
sea, and probably in other localities. The only specimen we 
got was shot in the harbour of Sevastopol ; and it resembled 
C. schimperi more than C. livia, though the rump was of a 
lighter colour than the rest of the back. There were plenty 
of them about the rocks on the north side of the harbour, and 
they appeared quite wild. 


195. TURTUR VULGARIS, Eyton. 
Mr. Robson informed us that this Dove is common in 
summer. 


196. TURTUR RISORIUS (L.). 

It is curious that this bird was so long denied a place in the 
European list of birds, as it inhabits most of the towns and 
villages in the south of Turkey, and remains all the winter. In 
Constantinople it is especially numerous, and also in some of 
the Macedonian villages, which are interspersed with trees and 
gardens. It appears to love the neighbourhood of dwellings, 
and may be seen sitting like a Sparrow on the roofs of the 
houses, where it is never molested by the Turks. It breeds in 
the cypresses which almost universally adorn a Turkish grave- 
yard, and in the immense old plane trees in the bazaars. 


[To be continued. ] 


XV.—On rare or little-known Limicole. 
By James Epmunp Harrıng, F.L.S., F.Z.S. 


(Plates V., VI.) 
(Continued from ‘The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 434.) 


An attempt to identify the Charadrius asiaticus of Pallas, neces- 
sitates the examination of a very beautiful group of Plovers. 
The peculiarity which, for the present purpose, connects the 
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different species of this group, is the assumption during the 
breeding-season of a bright rufous band across the breast. I 
say for the present purpose, because, as will be seen hereafter, 
the species which, on account of this peculiarity, are here brought 
together belong to two different genera—the one an inland 
genus, Eudromias, the other a littoral one, Ægialitis. To the 
former, which includes the true Dotterels, belong Ludromias 
asiaticus (Pallas), E. veredus (Gould), E. modestus (Lichtenstein), 
E. australis (Gould), and our well-known E. morinellus (L.)*. 
To the latter genus, which comprises the Shore-Plovers, belong 
“Egialitis geoffroyi (Wagler), Æ. mongolicus (Pallas), and E. 
bicinctus (Jard. € Selby). 

Now, as regards four of these—E. modestus, E. australis, E. 
morinellus, and Æ. bicinctus, no difficulty arises. They are 
easily distinguishable among the other red-breasted Plovers 
by additional bands or patches of black on the breast or belly, 
and by other well-defined characters. These may, therefore, be 
dismissed from the present inquiry. 

Of the four remaining species, all of which, in summer, have a 
single band of rufous across the breast, two belong to the Eu- 
dromias-type, two to gialitis. It is with respect to these four 
that so much confusion has arisen, partly on account of the 
peculiarity referred to, partly because too general a description 
of one has been applied in turn to each of the others. In en- 
deavouring to clear away this confusion and rectify the syno- 
nymy, the most convenient course will be to examine the four 
species in pairs. I will therefore commence with E. asiaticus 
and E. veredus, reserving for another paper the comparison of 
ZE. geoffroyi and ZÆ. mongolicus; and it may be observed by 
way of preface that the four names just specified are those 
which, I believe, are entitled to priority for the four distinct 
species to which I now procced to apply them. 


3. Eupromras asiaticus. (Plate V.) 
Charadrius asiaticus, Pall. Reise, 11. p. 715 (1773); Lath. Syn- 
opsis, iii. p. 207 (1785); Zd. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 746 (1790); 


* Tomit E. montanus (Townsend): for this species never assumes, at 
any season, a rufous pectoral band. 
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Gmel. Syst. Nat. ii. p. 684 (1788); Bree, B. Eur. iv. p. 18 
(1862) ; Schlegel, Mus. P.-B. Cursores, p. 38 (1865). 

Charadrius caspius, Pallas, Zoogr. R.-A. ii. p. 186, pl. 58 
(1811). 

Charadrius jugularis, Wagler, Syst. Av. fol. 5, p. 5, no. 39 
(1827); Démidoff, Voy. Russ. Mérid. iii. p. 233 (1840). 

Eudromias asiaticus, Keyserl. & Blas. Wirbelth. Eur. p. 208 
(1840); G. R. Gray, List B. Brit. Mus. Gralle, p. 68 (1844) ; 
Heuglin, Syst. Uebers. Vóg. N-O. Afrika’s, p. 57 (1856). 

Charadrius damarensis, Strickland, Contrib. Orn. 1851, p. 148. 

“ Charadrius gigas, Brehm ” (fide Bonap. Comp. Rend. 1856, 
p. 417). 

Morinellus caspius, Bonap. Comp. Rend. 1856, p. 417. 

Cirripedesmus asiaticus, Gould, Handb. B. Austral. ii. p. 229 
(1865). 

Morinellus asiaticus, Degl. & Gerbe, Orn. Eur. i. p. 132 
(1867). 

Hab. Northern China (Swinhoe); Tartary and the shores of 
the Caspian sea (Pallas) ; Russia (Radde) ; Odessa (Nordmann); 
Heligoland (Blasius); Altai Mountains (Mus. Brit.); Palestine, 
Bay of Acre (Tristram) ; Red-Sea shore (Heuglin) ; Abyssinia 
(Blanford) ; South Africa (Van Horstock) ; Colesberg, Cape 
Colony (Layard); Damaraland (Andersson); Orange River 
(Verreaux); Algoa Bay (Mus. Brit.). 

Descr1pPri0N.—AÁdult, in summer. Bill black, moderately long, 
slender; crown, nape, the whole of the back, and wings above 
hair-brown*. Forehead, eyebrows, eyelids, sides of the face, and 
throat pure white. Across the breast a broad rufous band, the 
lowest feathers of which, in some specimens, are terminated by 
dark umber-brown ; thence to the extremities of the under 
tail-coverts, pure white. Primaries brownish black, the shafts 
of all mesially white. Secondaries long, extending nearly to 
the end of the primaries. Axillaries white. Tail moderately 
long; the outer feather on each side smoke-grey ; the others 
darker in colour as they approach the middle (in immature birds 
each margined at the extremity with white). Legs long and 
slender; a considerable portion of the tibia bare. Toes three, 


* Syme’s ‘Nomenclature of Colours.’ 
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placed anteriorly; the middle and outer toe of each foot con- 
nected at their base by a slight membrane. Legs and toes 
greenish-ochreous. The sexes similar. 

Adult, in winter. Crown, nape, whole of the back, and wings 
above as in summer, but somewhat paler in colour. No rufous 
pectoral band, but in lieu thereof a patch of dusky-grey on each 
side of the breast. The rest of the under parts pure white. 
Legs and toes paler than in summer. 

Young. Crown, nape, whole of back, and wings above hair- 
brown, each feather margined with buff. The parts which 
in the adult are white, tinged with buff. The pectoral band 
presents a mottled appearance, each feather being light brown, 
margined with light buff. Primaries and axillaries as in the 
adult; secondaries edged with buff. Legs and toes pale horn- 
colour. 

Dimensions. Total length 7:5 inches; bill 8; wing 5:5; bare 
part of tibia ‘7; tarsus 1:5; middle toe ‘8. 

Pallas, who first noticed this species in his travels through 
the Russian empire, described it as a rare and solitary bird; and 
it was not until many years later that its appearance was again 
noted by other observers. Even Middendorff and Radde, who 
went over a portion of the same ground, did not meet with 
it; and that it was not inadvertently overlooked by Middendorff 
may be assumed from his remark that it is easily distinguishable 
from Ægialitis mongolicus by its longer tarsus*. The pages 
of Von Schrenck’s ‘ Reisen im Amurlande’ afford no information 
with regard to this species; and on turning to the works of 
Pallas’s contemporaries, Latham and Gmelin, we find that they 
have merely copied his original description. Subsequently 
Pallas identified the Charadrius caspius of his ‘ Zoographia’ 
(ii. p. 136.) with the C. asiaticus of his former work; and thus 
the matter stood until 1827, when Wagler published his ‘ Sy- 
stema Avium.? In this volume he described a Plover under the 
head of Charadrius jugularis, which he identified with the pre- 
sent species. 

As regards the Charadrius xanthochilus of Wagler (op. cit. 
no. 36) various opinions have been expressed. Some, who have 


* Sibirische Reise, Band it., 2,1, p. 211. St. Petersburg: 1851. 
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considered Æ. veredus (Gould, P. Z. S. 1848, p. 38) to be iden- 
tical with Æ. asiaticus (Pallas), have added C. xanthochilus, 
Wagler, as a synonym. Others, treating the two former as 
distinct, have referred Wagler’s description to Mr. Gould’s 
veredus. The former view has been supported by Mr. Blyth 
(Ibis, 1865, p. 34); the latter has been adopted by Mr. G. R. 
Gray* (ut supra) and by Bonaparte (Compt. Rend. 1856, p. 417). 
Professor Schlegel (Mus. P.-B. Cursores, p. 50) considers C. 
zanthochilus, Wagler, to be identical with the Asiatic Golden 
Plover, the C. orientalis of the ‘Fauna Japonica.’ In this view 
Mr. Gould formerly concurred; but in his * Handbook to the 
Birds of Australia’ (ii. p. 226), he says that upon a reconsidera- 
tion of the subject he finds it impossible to determine to what 
species the name of xanthochilus was assigned. ; 

Under these circumstances it becomes a matter of some little 
interest and importance to identify the bird described by Wagler. 
Turning to his description, I find the words “Corpore supra 
fusco, pluma quavis «aureo-flavo-marginata, subtus albo, nisi 
pectore obscure fuscescente.” Now these characters cannot 
apply to either E. asiaticus or E. veredus; for neither of these 
birds at any age have the feathers on the upper portions of the 
plumage margined with golden-yellow. But the words above 
quoted, as it seems to me, are an accurate description of one of 
the Golden Plovers in winter plumage ; and I have no doubt that 
the opinion formerly expressed by My. Gould and shared in by 
Prof. Schlegel (as quoted) is correct, and that Wagler’s bird is the 
Charadrius orientalis of the ‘Fauna Japonica,’ to which species, 
however, the older names C. fulvus, Gmelinf, and C. longipes, 
Temm., belong. Under these circumstances, C. xanthochilus, 
Wagler, should be expunged from the list of synonyms of both 
E. asiaticus and E. veredus. 

* It is but fair to state that this opinion was formed in 1844, when the 
British Museum was not so rich in ornithological specimens as at present. 
From a more recent investigation of a larger series, Mr. Gray now informs 
me that he considers C. ranthochilus, Wagler, to be distinct from E. vere- 
dus, and synonymous with C. fulvus of Latham and Gmelin, which, it 
will be seen later, is the Asiatic Golden Plover. 

+ Concerning this species also very different opinions have heen ex- 
pressed. : ON 3 

N. S.—VOL, VI. Q 
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In giving “ Charadrius gigas, Brehm,” as a synonym of E. asi- 
aticus, 1 have adopted the opinion of Bonaparte (J. c.), not being 
acquainted with Dr. Brehm’s description*. Prof. Schlegel is 
wrong in giving C. montanus, Townsend, as a synonym of C. 
asiaticus (Mus. P.-B. Cursores, p. 38); and Mr. Layard makes 
the same mistake (B. S. Afr. p. 299). The bird to which they 
refer is the Mountain-Plover of America, a rare species in col- 
lections, and one which never assumes at any season a rufous 
colour on the breast +. 

The bird described from Damaraland by Strickland (Z. c.), to 
which he gave the provisional name of C. damarensis, is undoubt- 
edly the young of E. asiaticus, as 1 have ascertained by exam- 
ination of the type-specimen, now in the Cambridge Museum. 

Temminck (Man. d’Orn. ii. p. 539), by mistake, gave C. 
asiaticus and C. caspius, Pallas, as synonyms of E. morinellus. 
The C. asiaticus of Horsfield (Trans. Linn. Soc. xii. p. 137) 
is ZEgialitis geoffroyi, Wagler (C. leschenaulti, Lesson) ; so also 
is the C. asiaticus of Mr. Tristram (P.Z.S. 1864, p. 450]). 
These species I shall have occasion to mention again presently 
in connexion with the localities assigned to the bird described 
by Pallas. It is, perhaps, not unnecessary to add that in 
placing the present species in the restricted genus Hudromias, 
which was founded by Boie in 1822, I have followed Mr. G. R. 
Gray and Mr. Gould (ut supra) in considering it, both in struc- 
ture and in the character of its plumage, most nearly allied to 
the true Dotterels. 

The specimens of E. asiaticus which were procured by Pallas 
about the salt-lakes in the southern deserts of Tartary, were all 


* (We cannot say where the original description is to be found, unless 
it be that given by Dr. Brehm in his ‘ Vogelfang’ (p. 283) as follows :— 
“ FEyialitis gigas, Alfr. et Lud. Brm. Er ist noch mehr als ein Mal so 
gross, als jeder der vorhergehenden, 8" 6'" lang, oben aschgrau erdfarben, 
unten weiss mit einem grauen, in der Mitte schmalen Halbringe am Kropfe. 
Wird sich von Suez nach Osteuropa verirren.”—ED. | 

+ Cf. Townsend, “ Description of twelve new species of Birds, chiefly 
from the vicinity of Columbia River,” Journ. Ac. N. S. Philad. 1837, 
p. 192, and also Elliot’s * Birds of North America,’ where a good figure 
of this species is given (ii. pl. 39). 

f See also ‘The Land of Israel,’ pp. 92, 372. 
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-in full summer plumage, and the birds were not in flocks; 
whence it may be inferred that the species was here discovered 
in its breeding-haunts. 

No subsequent traveller, however, in these regions has yet 
established the fact, and the eggs still remain undescribed. 
Like other species of Limicole, this Plover, impelled by cu- 
rious instinct, migrates southward at the approach of winter; 
and the observations of modern naturalists show that it has a 
very extensive range. Its usual line of migration appears to be 
by the Red-Sea shore and Abyssinia, to South and South-west 
Africa. Nevertheless stragglers from the main body are occa- 
sionally carried out of their course, and are found considerably 
to the westward of this line. Hence it is that this species has 
come to be included in the European avifauna. Specimens pro- 
cured in Russia, on the shores of the Caspian Sea, are in the 
museum at St. Petersburg and the British Museum. 

Prof. Nordmann states (Voy. Demid. Russ. Merid. iii. p. 233) 
that in April 1836 a single example was obtained near Odessa. 
The furthest point westward at which this species has been 
found is Heligoland, where a solitary example was killed 16th 
Nov. 1850, for which remarkable fact we have the authority of 
Prof. Blasius (Naumannia, 1858, p. 425, translated Ibis, 1862, 
p. 71), who, referring to this specimen in the collection of 
Herr Gätke, observes that it is “a young bird which un- 
doubtedly belongs to this species, and not to C. pyrrhothorax, 
Temminck.” It is therefore quite possible that on some future 
occasion the bird may occur in Engiand. 

To the eastward of what may be considered its home, E. asi- 
aticus strays into Northern China, where, hqwever, it would 
appear to be by no means common. It will probably be found 
in Thibet and Mongolia. Strange to say, it is unknown to 
ornithologists in India, where two other red-breasted Plovers 
are common, 4. geoffroyi (Wagler) which, as before stated, is 
the bird which Horsfield mistook for E. asiaticus (Pall.), and 
the smaller Æ. mongolicus (Pall.), which is perhaps better known 
as ZE. pyrrhothorax (Temm.). 

The species obtained in Palestine by Mr. Tristram, and re- 
ferred by him (P. Z. S. 1864, p. 450) to E. asiaticus (Pall.), 

Q2 
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proved to be Æ. geoffroyi (Wagl.) as pointed out by Mr. Blyth . 
(Ibis, 1867, p. 163). This rectification Mr. Tristram sub- 
sequently acknowledged (Ibis, 1868, p. 323) at the same time 
adding, “To my former list (P. Z. S. 1864, p. 450) I must now 
add the true Charadrius asiaticus of Pallas, of which I shot a 
specimen on the shore near Acre in winter, where C. pyrrhothorax 
was pretty common, and, especially near the Kishon, generally in 
company with larger flocks of the universal Ægialites cantianus.” 

Rüppell does not inelude the present species in his ‘ Syste- 
matische Übersicht der Vögel Nord-Ost Afrika’s ;? but Dr. von 
Heuglin states (ut supra) that it is found in winter on the 
Mediterranean and Red-Sea shores. 

Mr. Blanford, who accompanied the late expedition to Abys- 
sinia, brought home two young birds which he procured in that 
country, and kindly forwarded for my inspection. After a 
careful examination, I have no hesitation in pronouncing them 
to be the young of E. asiaticus. They were procured in August 
1868—one at Massowa, the other at Rairo in Habab, at an ele- 
vation of 3000 feet above the sea-level, where the species was 
found in flocks on open grassy ground. In their general ap- 
pearance they much resemble the young of E. morinellus, but 
differ in having a longer bill, the forehead white, the shafts of 
the primaries mesially white, the axillaries white. In E. mori- 
nellus, the forehead is always mottled, the shaft of the first 
primary only white, the axillaries pale buff. In the young of 
E. veredus, to which I shall refer more particularly hereafter, 
although the forehead is white or buffy-white, the shafts of the 
first éwo primaries are white, the axillaries smoke-grey. Æ. 
geoffroyi possesses different characters, again, as also does Æ. 
mongolicus, which serve to distinguish both these from the young 
birds obtained by Mr. Blanford. 

Eudromias asiaticus is included by Mr. Layard in his * Birds 
of South Africa,’ specimens having been procured near Coles- 
berg. From this locality Mr. Arnot forwarded three of these 
birds to Mr. Layard with a note to the effect that they were 
found together in flocks of fifteen or twenty, very far away from 
water; they were scarce, and only seen after showers of rain, 
which bring out small Coleoptera and animal life of that sort, on 
which they seem to feed, and get enormously fat. 
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The late Mr. C. J. Andersson procured numerous specimens 
of E. asiaticus in South-west Africa, several of which are now 
before me. In his MS. notes, now in the possession of Mr. 
Gurney, who has kindly referred to them at my request, he speaks 
of this species as appearing in Damaraland in small flocks occa- 
sionally, and as varying a good deal in size; but he does not 
think that this variation is sexual. The specimens formerly in 
his collection, and now in my own, were procured at Otjim- 
binque (Damaraland), Ondonga (Ovampo), and Knysna, in the 
months of November, December, and January. 

M. Verreaux found this species on the Orange River; and 
a specimen from Algoa Bay is in the British Museum. Other 
examples, procured in South Africa by Van Horstock, are in the 
Museum at Leyden. 

It will thus be seen that Eudromias asiaticus has a very exten- 
sive range; and in these days of rapid locomotion, when natural- 
ists have such great facilities for reaching little-known countries, 
itis to be hoped that some enterprising ornithologist will inves- 
tigate the breeding-habits and economy of this bird, and so 
complete the history of one of the most beautiful of the group 
of Plovers. 

4. EUDROMIAS VEREDUS. (Plate VI.) 

Cursorius isabellinus, Horsfield, Trans. Linn. Soc. xin. p. 137 
(1820) (nec Temm.). 

Charadrius veredus, Gould, P. Z.S. 1848, p. 38; Jd. B. 
Austral. vi. pl. 14. b i 

Eudromias xanthochilus, G. R. Gray, List B. Brit. Mus. 
Gralle, p. 68 (1844) (nec Wagl.). 

Pluvialis aanthochilus, Bonap. Compt. Rend. 1856, p. 417. 

Charadrius xanthochilus, Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 34. 

Cirrepidesmus asiaticus, Gould, Handb. B. Austral. 11. p. 229 
(1865). 

Hab, Japan (Mus. Brit.); China, Shanghai (Reeves, teste 
Gould) ; Celebes, Macassar (JVallace) ; Java (Horsfield, Wallace); 
Ternate (Bernstein); Amboyna (Mus. Lugdun.); New Guinea, 
Aru Islands (Wallace); Australia, Port Essington (Gilbert, teste 
Gould); Queensland (Mus. J. E. H.) ; Bampton Shoals (Krefft); 
New South Wales, Sydney (Strange, teste Gould). 
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Description. — Adult, in summer (hitherto undescribed). Bill 
black, moderately long, slender. Crown and upper portion of 
the back and wings hair-brown. Forehead, eyelids, and chin 
pure white. Eyebrows, and sides of the face and neck, buff; the 
latter colour extending round the nape, and separating the 
hair-brown of the crown from that of the back. Across the 
breast a broad rufous band, the lowest feathers of which are 
terminated by a slight edging of dark umber-brown ; thence 
to the extremities of the under tail-coverts pure white. Pri- 
maries brownish-black ; the shaft of the first, and a portion 
of the second, white; the shafts of the others brown. Se- 
condaries long, reaching almost to the end of the primaries. 
Axillaries smoke-grey. Tail long, the outer web of outermost 
rectrix white; its inner web dusky. In the second rectrix both 
webs dusky, the inner one darker. The rest of the rectrices 
getting darker as they approach the middle; the two middle 
the darkest and somewhat longer than the others. Legs long 
and slender; a considerable portion of the tibia bare. Toes 
three; the middle and outer toe connected at their base by a 
slight membrane. Legs and toes yellowish-ochreous (Hxempl. 
in mus. J. Gould). 

Adult, in winter. No specimens have yet been reported; but 
we may presume from what occurs in the allied species, E. ast- 
aticus, that the winter plumage of this bird resembles, to a cer- 
tain extent, the immature plumage next to be described, except 
that the chin and under parts are probably pure white, instead 
of dusky ; and a dusky patch on each side of the breast doubt- 
less takes the place of the rufous band which is seen across the 
breast in summer. 

Young. Crown, back, and upper portion of the wings greyish- 
brown, each feather margined with buff. Forehead, eyebrows, 
chin, sides of face and neck buff, this colour exteuding in the 
form of a collar round the neck. The pectoral band not well 
defined ; but a cloudy patch of pale buffy-brown, extending across 
the breast, becomes gradually paler above and below as it ap- 
proaches the chin and vent. Primaries and axillarics as in the 
adult; secondaries broadly edged with buff. Legs and toes 
dull yellowish-brown. (Exempl. in mus. J. E. H.) 
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Dimensions. Total length 8°5 inches; bill 1; wing 6°5; bare 
portion of tibia °8; tarsus 1:8; middle toe °9. 

Hitherto this bird has generally been considered to be the 
young of E. asiaticus (Pall.); but as it differs materially from 
that species in several important particulars, I can only suppose 
that such a conclusion was arrived at from descriptions, and not 
from an actual comparison of specimens. 

When Mr. Gould described it for the first time, in 1848 (ut 
supra), he had no adult specimens before him—those which he 
exhibited from North Australia being young birds, in the brown 
plumage which is peculiar to all the true Dotterels. 

In this same stage of plumage were all the specimens procured 
in Java by Horsfield, and in that island, Celebes, and the Aru 
Islands by Mr. Wallace, in New South Wales by Gilbert, 
and on the Bampton Shoals, as mentioned, by Mr. Krefft. 
Hence, until the adult bird had been obtained, it was almost 
impossible to arrive at any sound conclusion as to its specific 
characters; and Mr. Gould has very candidly remarked, in his 
* Handbook to the Birds of Australia’ (/. c.), that this bird has 
been a stumbling-block to all ornithologists, himself included, 
from the time he first described it to the date of this remark. 

A specimen in full summer-plumage has at length been ob- 
tained, and gives a solution of the difficulty. This specimen 
was procured at Shanghai by Mr. Reeves, and was forwarded by 
him to Mr. Gould, who has kindly lent it to me, with leave to 
figure it in illustration of the present paper. 

It frequently happens that a general description may apply 
to two or more allied species, and doubts may in consequence 
be thrown upon a newly described species from the inability of 
the reader to distinguish it from an allied form already well 
known. Under these circumstances the difficulty may be got 
over by presenting the reader with a good coloured figure; and 
the present may be taken as a case in point. On comparing 
the two plates (Pls. V. and VI.) it will be seen that there is a 
striking general resemblance between Æ. asiaticus and E. veredus, 
and that the two species are evidently closely allied. Neverthe- 
less there are certain characters, constant in each, and sufficient 
to enable them to be separated without difficulty. 
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A glance at the respective measurements will show that Æ. 


veredus is much superior in size. 


In length it exceeds Æ. asia- 


ticus by an inch, The wing is an inch longer, and the tarsus 
is more elongated by three-tenths of an inch. 

The more important respects in which these two species differ 
may perhaps be best shown as follows :— 


Eudromias asiaticus. 


Bill shorter and more slender. 

Forehead white; white line over 
the eye. 

Chin and sides of face white. 

Pectoral band rufous, terminating 
abruptly at the sides. 


Wing an inch shorter. 
Primaries almost black; the shafts 


E. veredus. 


longer and stouter. 
buffy white; buff line over the eye. 


white; sides of face buffy-white. 

rufous, inclining to buff at the sides, 
and extending entirely round the 
neck. 

an inch longer. 

dusky; the shafts of the first two 


of all mesially white. only, white, 

Axillaries white. smoke-grey. 

Rectrices (12): the outer feather | in the outer feather, the outer web 
dusky, the extremity in young | and basal end of inner web white. 
birds margined with white. 

Tarsus shorter by ‘3 in., more slen- 
der and greenish-ochreous. 

Tibia: bare portion shorter by 2 in. 


9D 


longer by ‘3 in., stouter, and yel- 
lowish-ochreous, 
bare portion longer by ‘2 in. 


Mr. Blyth, in looking over the type-specimens of Javan birds 
described by the late Dr. Horsfield (/. c.), founa the Cursorius 
isabellinus of that author to be identical with E. veredus, Gould ! 
and announced this fact in ‘The Ibis’ for 1865 (p. 34), adding 
his opinion that the latter was synonymous with C. zanthochilus 
of Wagler, which, as I have above shown, cannot be the case. 

Looking to the fact that the only specimen of this bird in the 
adult plumage hitherto reported was procured in China, where 
it was considered a rarity, and that all the examples from Aus- 
tralia and the Malay Archipelago have proved to be immature, 
I conclude that the species is Asiatic, rather than Australian as 
has been supposed, and that its true home will probably be found 
to be Mongolia and Mantchuria, perhaps even further to the 
north, and that the appearance of so many immature examples 
south of the equator may be accounted for by supposing that 
E. veredus, like many other species, is affected by the same mi- 
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gratory influence which impels the young to wander south- 
wards at the approach of winter. 

In presenting to the readers of ‘The Ibis’ all the information 
which I have been able to collect with reference to this rare and 
interesting bird, I must take the opportunity of expressing my 
obligations to Mr. G. R. Gray for the kind assistance which I 
have received from him; and in acknowledging the use which 
he has accorded me of all the specimens of E. asiaticus and E. 
veredus in the British Museum, I am glad to be able toadd that 
he recognizes the result of my labours, and agrees with me in 
considering Eudromias veredus to be a good species. 


XVI.—On the Oriolide of the Ethiopian Region. 
By R. B. Suarez, F.L.S. 


(Plates VII., VIIL.) 


Taer following sketch of the Orioles of Africa has been suggested 
to me during a recent study of the species in my collection; and 
as my series is extensive, I trust I may be able to throw some 
light upon the synonymy of the different species, some of which 
are involved in considerable obscurity. Mr. Gray’s ‘ Hand-list 
of Birds’ indicates ten species of African Orivlide as having 
‘been distinguished by modern authors. This is very nearly 
correct; but he has omitted Oriolus crassirostris, Hartl., appa- 
rently a very good species, and he has included O. moloxita, 
Rüpp., as distinct from O. monacha (Gmel.), to which I think 
it may be undoubtedly referred. 

I am by no means certain that the results arrived at in the 
present paper will be acquiesced in by all ornithologists; but I 
have done the best with the material at my command, and I can 
only regret that so few of the specimens examined by me have 
had the sexes accurately determined by collectors. In birds 
which vary so much as Orioles in passing from the young to the 
adult stages it is a matter of great importance to know the sexes 
of specimens ; and if collectors would only think of the additional 
value which information on this point confers on their treasures, 


